
EMERSON COLLEGE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT 
(Effective for students entering in Fall 2009) 
 
 
Freshmen entering college for the first time are required to live on campus for their first four 
semesters at Emerson, and for their fifth and sixth semesters pending the availability of housing. 
Similarly, transfer students are required to live on campus for their first four semesters of college 
(which includes semesters attended at previous colleges), and for the fifth and sixth semesters 
pending the availability of housing.  
 
Housing contracts extend through the full academic year (fall and spring semesters), and students 
living on campus in the fall semester are obligated to remain in on-campus housing for the fall 
and spring semesters. In addition, all resident students are required to purchase one of the 
College-sponsored meal plans. 
 
Freshmen, sophomores, and juniors attending one of Emerson’s semester-long external programs 
are required to live in the College’s Boston Campus housing during the other semester of that 
given academic year.  
 
Please note that the College may not be able to provide on-campus housing for all students 
beyond their fourth semester in college (which includes semesters attended at previous colleges). 
In addition, students who do not meet the residency requirement will be considered for housing 
on a space available basis.  
 

Entered as Entered in Required Residency 
Freshman Fall 2008 Four semesters 
Freshman Spring 2009 Three semesters 
Freshman Fall 2009 or after Six semesters* 
Transfer Student Fall 2009 or after Six semesters (including attendance at previous colleges)* 
*May be excused from on-campus housing following 4th residency semester if selected through 
special lottery process. 
 
Exemptions to the residency requirement may be granted by the Office of Housing and Residence 
Life (OHRL). Students seeking an exception must submit a “Request for Exemption to Residency 
Requirement Form” along with supporting documentation. Students are expected to pay room and 
board fees in full by published payment deadlines unless they have received a residency 
requirement exemption from the Office of Housing and Residence Life. If a student’s request for 
exemption from residency requirement is granted after payment is made, they will be issued a 
refund. A separate “Request for Exemption to Residency Requirement Form” is required for each 
year an exception is being sought.  For consideration, the “Form” must be received by OHRL no 
later than June 1st for new and current students scheduled to be in housing for the fall semester 
and no later than December 1st for new students admitted for the spring semester.  Students 
returning from a LOA are subject to the residency exemption deadline dates for the semester they 
are scheduled to return.  Exemptions are typically granted when:  
 
• The student lives at home with a parent or legal guardian. If the student changes residence, it 

is their responsibility to promptly notify the Office of Housing and Residence Life.  
• The student is able to demonstrate a financial hardship that would otherwise prevent him or 

her from attending Emerson. 



• The student has a disability that precludes living in a residence hall. Documentation of the 
student’s disability is required from a qualified professional who has direct knowledge of the 
student and his or her condition, e.g., physician, psychiatrist, psychologist, etc. This 
documentation must meet the guidelines described in the Disability Services Office statement 
of policies and procedures (found on the Disability Services website at 
www.emerson.edu/disability_services).  

• The student is married, in a registered domestic partnership that is recognized by the state of 
Massachusetts, and/or is a parent with whom one or more dependent children reside. 

• The student has completed six semesters of college coursework if they entered as a freshman 
or transfer in Fall 2009 or thereafter.  
The student has comple• ted four semesters of college coursework if they entered as a 

•  three semesters of college coursework if they entered as a 

 year in question.  

 

 

ng failure to comply with 
ollege olicies may also be dismissed from the College. 

 
 

freshman in Fall 2008. 
The student has completed
freshman in Spring 2009. 

• The student is 21 years of age or older prior to September 1 of the academic
• The student has served in the military as verified by a discharge certificate. 
 
During the spring semester of each academic year, the College administers a housing selection 
process for the following academic year. Students with less than four semesters of college 
attendance (which includes semesters attended at previous colleges) are automatically assigned a 
housing selection slot as a condition of the residency requirement. Beginning in Spring 2011, 
students with less than six semesters of college attendance (which includes semesters attended at
previous colleges) are also automatically assigned a housing selection slot as a condition of the 

sidency requirement, pending the availability of housing. All other students wishing to live in re
on-campus housing will be able to submit an application for consideration pending availability.
 
Please note failure to settle Emerson College accounts in full, obtain required vaccinations, or 
abide by the Code of Conduct can result in the loss of student housing.  Students who are not able 

 fulfill the residency requirement due to their own actions includito
C  p

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION TO 
EMERSON COLLEGE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT 

ing 
 who are 

ot granted an exemption to the Residency Requirement will be expected to sign a Housing 

n 
 

 the 
ur 

from your current

FOR 2009-2010 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

Exceptions to the residency requirement are unusual, but may be granted for one of the follow
reasons after receipt and review of appropriate documentation by the College.  Students
n
Contract and live on campus in order to maintain their enrollment at Emerson College. 
 
Please complete this form to indicate the grounds under which you are requesting an exemptio
to the Residency Requirement and include the documentation specified.  Return your completed
Request for Exemption to the Office of Housing and Residence Life for review.  You may be 
asked for additional information if necessary to complete the review of your request.  Upon the 
completion of the review of your Request for Exemption, you will be notified in writing of
response to your request.  A response is generally provided within two weeks of receipt of yo
Request for Exemption.  Please note: If you are living on campus at the present time and 
requesting a release  Housing Contract due to medical, psychological, or 

isability related concerns , you should complete a Food and Housing Contract Accommodation 
r Release Request. 

 

 
ed next to the reason that you are 

equesting to be exempt from the Residency Requirement.  Answer any applicable 
uestions and attach the required documentation.   

 

d
o
 
 
Name _________________________________   Student ID # _____________________  
 
Campus Address _________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Numbers: Cellular _____________________  Home ____________________ 
 
Semester(s) and year for which this request is being made _________________________ 
 
Semester and year of initial enrollment at Emerson College ________________________
 
Number of Semesters of college completed at other institutions ____________________ 
 
Listed below are the reasons why a student might be granted an exemption from the
Residency Requirement.  Check off the space provid
r
q
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residing with Parent(s): 
 
__ _ The student lives at home with a parent or legal guardian. If the student changes residence, it is their 

Provide a photocopy of your parent/guardian’s driver’s license/state identification 

__
responsibility to promptly notify the Office of Housing and Residence Life.  
 
 What is the home address of your parent or legal guardian?  _________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Documentation: 
or a utility bill in their name verifying the address listed above. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Hardship: 
 
_____ The student is able to demonstrate a financial hardship that would otherwise prevent him or her from 
attending Emerson. 
  

Attach a letter explaining your financial situation and how failing to receive an exemption from the 
residency requirement would prohibit you from attending Emerson College.  Meet with a representative of 
Student Financial Services to review your current aid application and tax and/or other supporting 
documentation.  Depending upon the nature of your financial situation, additional documentation may be 
required.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disability: 
 
__ __ T

 This 
documentation must meet the guidelines described in the Disability Services Office statement of policies and 

w.emerson.edu/disability_services

_ he student has a disability that precludes living in a residence hall.  
 

Documentation of the student’s disability is required from a qualified professional who has direct 
knowledge of the student and his or her condition, e.g., physician, psychiatrist, psychologist, etc.

procedures (found on the Disability Services website at ww ). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage, Domestic Partnership, or Dependent Child: 
 
__ __ The student is married, in a registered domestic partnership that is recognized by the state of 

sac

 Provide a copy of marriage certificate, domestic partnership registration, or birth  certificate naming 

_
M husetts, and/or is a parent with whom one or more dependent children reside. 
 

as

you as the parent of a minor

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
  

 child. 

Completed Coursework: 
 
_____ The student has completed six semesters of college coursework if they entered as a freshman or 
transfer in Fall 2009 or thereafter.  The student has completed four semesters of college coursework if they 
ntered as freshman in Fall 2008.  The student has completed three semesters of college coursework if they 

 No documentation is required.  A representative of the Office of Housing and  Residence Life will 
 this information through your College records. 

e a 
entered as a freshman in Spring 2009. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

verify

Age: 
 
_____ The student is 21 years of age or older prior to September 1 of the academic year in question.  
 
 Provide a photocopy of a state identification card such as a Driver’s License or a  copy of your birth 

 
 
 

certificate.  

Military Service: 
 
_____ The student has served in the military as verified by a discharge certificate. 
 
 Provide a photocopy of your discharge certificate. 


