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Traveling in Europe: A sea of possibilities 
Many Kasteel Well students decide on purchasing a Eurail Pass to travel though Europe. When choosing 
the right Eurail pass, experience has taught us students really appreciate some extra help on top of the 
information provided by the http://www.eurail.com/ website. With this short guide we hope to provide you 
with this information in part 1. 
 
On top of this, we have also experienced that some students actually find it unnecessary to purchase a 
Eurail at all (!) Of course, we cannot decide for you whether you need a Eurail or not. We can, however, 
provide you with practical information that can help you making your decision (see part 2 and 3).  

 
 

PART 1 – Train Travel in Europe 
 

 
 
Travel times when traveling by train. Source: http://www.eurail.com. The Green dot shows the 
position of Kasteel Well. 
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Facts: 
1. Because of the extensive rail network, EuropeÕs most interesting cities are in easy reach of Kasteel 
Well (see Green dot on the map). 
     
2. Purchasing a Eurail pass contributes to your traveling convenience. The majority of Kasteel Well 
students still prefer the Global pass, which allows you to travel in 21 different countries in Europe. You 
can chose for a timeframe of 15 days up to three months.  
 
If you are a good planner, you might also manage with a Select or Regional Eurail pass. These passes 
are often cheaper and be designed by you to match your needs considering length of travel and countries 
you want to travel through. These passes can be combined with flying, though this will take extensive 
planning.  
 
For more information and prices on the various types of Eurail passes go to: http://www.eurail.com/ 
 
Many students at first believe that buying a Global Eurail Pass means they do not have to plan their 
travels extensively. Unfortunately this is not the case. Listed below are some general misconceptions 
about traveling with Eurail: 
 

Eurail misconception top 4: 
 
1. “When I buy a Eurail card I won’t have incidental travel costs”  
- Wrong: Added travel costs will always come up. Bus costs to get to and from the train station, 
reservation fees and taxi costs are sure to come up, but you can cut them down by planning 
your trip carefully.  
 
2. “Trains in Europe don’t require a reservation”  
- Wrong. Just about all long-distance and night trains (for instance Alaris and Thalys) only have 
a limited number of seats for Eurail travelers. This means you have to make reservations in 
advance. Seat reservations will cost between 4 USD and 25 USD if you book at the local ticket 
window. However, if all the Eurail seats in a train have already been booked, you still have to 
pay the normal costs ever though you have a Eurail (!) 
 
3. “Flying is cheap, so I will manage with a ‘basic’ One country pass”  
Yes: The emergence of low cost airlines has certainly enlarged the possibilities of travelers in 
Europe. 
No: Flying is only cheap when you plan weeks ahead. Remember that planes   
      only cover your travels from airport to airport. Extra travel costs surely will  
      emerge getting to and leaving airport. 

 
4. “The exact day I land in Europe I will validate my Eurail Pass”  
Wrong. Since the Eurail pass is restricted to a specific amount of traveling days, a smart 
traveler will validate his or her Eurail pass the exact day he or she leaves Kasteel Well for the 
first trip. 
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PART 2 - Travelling in Europe by Plane. 
In addition to traveling by train, cheap airlines offer new possibilities for travel in Europe. Just to get you 
started, below you can find some of the notoriously cheap airlines: 
 

Airline Situated in Distance from 
Kasteel Well by 
local taxi (min) 

Costs to get there 
from Kasteel Well by 

local taxi 
Ryan Air 

(http://www.ryanair.com) 
Weeze 9 miles = 15/20 min 25 euro   1-4 

passengers 
Ryan Air 

(http://www.ryanair.com) 
Eindhoven 32 miles =  60 min 70 euro   1-8 

passengers 
Tuifly (http://www.tuifly.com) Dusseldorf 

International 
53 miles = 1 hour 85 euro  1-8 

passengers 
Tuifly (http://www.tuifly.com) 

German wings 
(http://www.germanwings.com) 

Cologne-Bonn 77 miles = 1,5 / 2 
hours 

120 euro 1-
4passengers 

Transavia 
(http://www.transavia.com) 

Amsterdam 90 miles=  2,5 hour 150 euro 1-4 
passengers 

We also recommend the Dutch website www.lowcostairlines.nl. Here you can easily see the options 
available when flying low budget in Europe. Select your destination city and the website will give you a list 
of low cost airlines flying regularly to this city.  
 
Flying to cities in Europe means less traveling time, but donÕt forget to add Airport taxes as well as 
Train- and busfares to your travel costs! 
 

PART 3 - Eurail versus no Eurail 
When deciding whether or not to buy a Eurail, we advise you to contact a person who has been in the 
Kasteel Well program for advice. On top of that, please consider the following information: 
 
During your semester in Europe, you normally have only one 5 day independent travel break and the 
weekend travel breaks. Your weekend travel breaks are usually from Thursday evening until Sunday 
night. Because of this limited timeframe, people will normally either go to a relatively close city by train 
(Paris, Berlin, Cologne, Brussels, Antwerp), or chose to fly to a city that is a bit further away (Prague, 
Barcelona, Rome, London, etc.).  
 

Travel by Train/ Eurail 
Pro: 
- Planning is more flexible; more options are open 
- You are travelling from city centre to city centre, while enjoying the European landscape 
- Very useful for Òcity hoppingÓ during your independent travel break. 
 
Con:  
- Reserving Eurail tickets by phone costs you 35 eurocents per minute. This has to be done 
approximately 10 days prior to traveling. 
- Each train has a limited amount of seats for Eurail travellers. If all the Eurail seats are already 
booked, you still have to pay the full amount. 
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Travel by Airplane 
Pro:  
- You save a lot of travelling time as compared by train travel, which can be of value if you have 2,5 
day to spend 
- The Castle has a low cost airline airport nearby (Weeze Airport, also known as Niederrhein) 
- Flight tickets can hypothetically be cheaper than train tickets 
 
Con:  
- Flying requires good planning; the longer you wait the more prices will go up 
- Getting to and from Airports in Europe requires good planning and leads up to extra traveling costs. 
If, for example, you have an early flight and public transport is not running you might have to order an 
expensive taxi (see taxi costs in part 2).  
- Canceling a flight ticket will cost you money  
 

Appendix I 
Extra costs travelling by train through Europe: 

Kasteel Well Ð 
Venlo train station  

Bus ticket  4,60 Euro/ 5,89 USD 

 Eurail Reservation number 35 eurocents per minute 
 Reservation costs 20!  to 40!  

Venlo Ð Well Taxi 45!  to 55!  
 

Appendix II 
ESTIMATED INTERNATIONAL TRAIN PRICES  (2nd class ticket without reservation costs) 
 
NETHERLANDS / BELGIUM 

From To Estimated Time Est. Costs Euro Train 
  Min Max Min Max  
Venray * Arnhem 1 Hr  9.50  One way 
Venray Venlo 16 min.  4.50  One way 
Venray  Amsterdam 2 Hr 3 Hr 23,- - One way 
Venray Maastricht 1 Hr 2 Hr 15,- - One way 
Venray The Hague 2 Hr 3 Hr 25,- - One way 
Venray Bruges 4 Hr - 44,- - One way 
Venray Brussels 3 Hr - 38,- - One way 
Venray Liege 2 Hr - 24,- - One way 
Venray Munich - - 88,- 110.- One way 
Venray Copenhagen - - 100.- 112.- One way 
Venray Paris - - 109,- 94.- One way 
Venray Milano - - 89,- 99.- One way 
Arnhem Vienna - - 135,-  One way 
Arnhem Prague - - 89,-  One way 
* Venray station is the station closest to Kasteel Well  http://www.NSinternational.nl  
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SPAIN 
From To Estimated Time Estimated Costs Train 

  Min Max Min Max  
Barcelona Madrid 1,5 Hr 3,5 Hr 70,- 130,- One way 
Madrid Valencia 3.5 Hr - 46,- - One way 
Madrid Malaga 3 Hr - 75,- - One way 
Madrid Lissabon 9 Hr - 56,- 90,- One way 
Madrid Lissabon 9 Hr - 80,- 125,- Night train 
http://www.Renfe.es   
 
FRANCE 

From To Estimated Time Estimated Costs Train 
  Min Max Min Max  
Paris Bordeaux 3.5 Hr - 33,- 62,- One way 
Paris Nice 6.5 Hr - 75,- 106,- One way 
Paris Lyon 2 Hr - 44,- 67,- One way 
Paris Geneva 3.5 Hr 5 Hr 55,- 92,- One way 
http://www.tgv-europe.nl  
 
GERMANY 

From To Estimated Time Estimated Costs Train 
  Min Max Min Max  
Dusseldorf Berlin 4 Hr - 88,- 100,- One way 
Dusseldorf Munich 5Hr - 99,- 130,- One way 
Dusseldorf Frankfurt 2Hr - 48,- 73,- One way 
http://www.bahn.de  
 
SWITZERLAND 

From To Estimated Time Estimated Costs Train 
  Min Max Min Max  
Bern St. Moritz 6 Hr - 33,- 66,- One way 
Bern Lugano 4 Hr - 30,- 60,- One way 
Bern Geneva 2 Hr - 15,- 31,- One way 
Bern Zurich 1 Hr - 15,- 31,- One way 
http://www.sbb.ch  
 
ITALY 

From To Estimated Time Estimated Costs Train 
  Min Max Min Max  
Rome Venice 4Hr 5Hr 56.-  One way 
Rome Napoli 2Hr - 8.- 16.- One way 
Rome Florence 2Hr - 23.- 36.- One way 
http://www.trenitalia.com  
 


