JENA CASBON MSSp ‘05

Speech-Language Pathologist, Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital, Boston

Shortly before completing her

Emerson degree, Jena Casbon and her
classmates attended the American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association
Convention in Philadelphia. They
were starting to look for jobs and
handed out résumés to the many
recruiters and interviewers present at
the conference. “They could not
believe the amount and variety of
clinical experiences that we had had,”
she says. “I am grateful it is no longer
custom to have résumés stick to one
page. Emerson is not a one-page kind
of school.”

“Emerson is the place for people who
bring healing and patience to a field that
requires those qualities.”

Her time at Emerson and rich clinical
experiences taught Jena the value of
professional originality. “I see myself as
a very innovative therapist. |
encourage the use of available
technology to help treat various
impairments,” Jena says. At Emerson,
she also learned the importance of
collaboration and a team approach.
“My classmates were down-to-earth,
dedicated, education-seeking, and
nurturing. They are both the most
inspiring and inspired group of people |
have ever met.”

Jena has carried her lessons from
Emerson into her job as a speech-
language pathologist at Spaulding
Rehabilitation Hospital, one of the
most highly regarded rehabilitation
hospitals in the country. “Working in a
hospital, some people assume that my
job must be ‘sad.’ But | am
empowered and motivated to do
everything | can to get my patients
back to their former lives. This career is
everything | have ever wanted.”

13



The Program

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN COMMUNICATION DISORDERS

PROGRAM STRUCTURE

* 54 credit hours

* 14 three-credit academic courses
* Three one-credit seminars

* A master’s thesis option

« Five one-credit clinical placements

* Four one-credit clinical methods
courses

* Comprehensive examination in
communication disorders

* Successful completion of
appropriate coursework and clinical
practicums to meet the current
requirements of ASHA for the
Certificate of Clinical Competence
in Speech-Language Pathology

EARLY INTERVENTION CERTIFICATE

The Communication Sciences and
Disorders Department offers
preparation for Provisional
Certification as an Early Intervention
Specialist, a required credential for all
clinicians practicing within early
intervention programs in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, for
graduate students interested

in working with young children and
their families.

EDUCATOR PREPARATION
AND LICENSURE

Upon passing the Massachusetts
Test for Educator Licensure
(Communication and Literacy Skills
Test), students in Communication
Disorders meet requirements for the
Massachusetts Educator License as
a Specialist Teacher of Students
with Speech, Language, and
Hearing Disorders [all levels]
(provisional with advanced
standing).

COURSES SAMPLE ONE-CREDIT SEMINARS

Aphasia
Audiological Assessment and
Rehabilitation

Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (ACC)

Clinical Methods |, II, lll, IV
Clinical Practicum
Cognitive Communicative Disorders

Disorders of Motor Speech
Production

Disorders of Phonology and
Articulation

Fluency Disorders

Foundations of Language
Acquisition

Independent Study in Speech-
Language Pathology

Introduction to Clinical Methods

Language Disorders Through
the Preschool Years

Language and Literacy Disabilities
of School-Age Students

Master’s Thesis

Neuroanatomy and
Neurophysiologic Bases of
Communication

Practicum
Research and Statistical Methods

Swallowing and Swallowing
Disorders

Topics in Speech-Language
Pathology
Voice Disorders

Autism and Pervasive
Development Disorders

Counseling and Family Systems
Craniofacial Anomalies
Diversity

Early Intervention

Phonetic Awareness

Special Topics

Tracheostomies and Ventilators



FOR STUDENTS WITHOUT A BACHELOR'S DEGREE IN COMMUNICATION DISORDERS

We encourage students without

an undergraduate background

in communication disorders to apply
for admission into the Communication
Disorders program.

Each year, about half of our incoming
class is composed of students
whose backgrounds are in other
academic areas.

ASHA CERTIFICATION ACCREDITATION

To be ASHA certified, you must
also complete one college-level course
in each of the subjects listed below.
This is in addition to the master’s
degree requirements. You may have
fulfilled these as an undergraduate.

» Mathematics

* Physical science

* Biological science

* Social or behavioral science

Prior to enrolling at Emerson, you
will need to fulfill six prerequisite
courses:

» Anatomy and Physiology of the
Speech and Hearing Mechanism

* Introductory Audiology

* Language Acquisition

* Phonetics

* Speech Science

* An introductory survey course

* Accredited by the Council on
Academic Accreditation (CAA) of
the American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association (ASHA)

» Approved by the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education for the

preparation of Teachers of Students

with Speech, Language, and
Hearing Disorders (all levels,
pre-K through 12)

» Approved by the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health to

offer Provisional Certification with

Advanced Standing to students
completing our early intervention
curriculum.

These courses may be taken

at another institution, at Emerson
during the academic year prior

to your enrollment, or at Emerson
during the summer before you
enroll. Should you choose to fulfill
these requirements at Emerson
during the summer, you will only
need to take five classes, as
Phonetics and Speech Science are
combined into one class called
Articulatory and Acoustic Bases of
Speech. You would take three
classes during the first summer
session and two during the second
summer session.



Choose

One of the few colleges in the world devoted entirely
to communication and the arts, Emerson has helped mold
inspired minds since it was founded in 1880.

A PROFESSIONAL PATH

Emerson’s graduate programs are designed based
on the latest professional practices, technological
advances, theories, and research within the
ever-evolving communication and arts industries.
Whether you aspire to write or publish novels,
direct documentaries, introduce children to theater,
manage strategic corporate and international
marketing campaigns, develop health initiatives,
report major news stories, or assist stroke
patients with language recovery, we will help you
accomplish your career goals. Emerson’s ability
to respond to today's communication challenges
and adapt to an increasingly global world is

the foundation of success for our graduates.

A CREATIVE COMMUNITY

At Emerson, you will be surrounded by peers who
are writers, artists, managers, analysts, producers,
journalists, and healthcare professionals, and who,
like you, have a desire to help shape the future

of their fields. Encouraged by fellow students and
graduates who are noted for supporting one
another professionally and creatively, you will find
the strength of Emerson’s reputation holds across
all professional circles. Small class size and close
mentoring relationships with students allow
Emerson’s faculty, innovators in their fields, to share
their unique perspectives.

DEDICATION TO INNOVATION

Emerson maintains a deep commitment to helping
you learn with the best technology possible.

Our state-of-the-art facilities will provide you with a
hands-on education and virtually limitless access

to equipment on the cutting edge of innovation and
advancement. You will master the techniques of
effective communication by practicing them, so that
when you embark on your career, you are equipped
with the professional skills you need for success in
your field.

A CITY OF LIMITLESS OPPORTUNITY

Situated in the heart of Boston—an international
hub of culture, media production, publishing,
communication, commerce, and medical innovation—
Emerson offers access to immeasurable resources.
Our students frequently intern or work at world-
renowned organizations throughout the city. But
opportunity is not limited to Boston; it extends
along the East Coast to New York City, Washington
D.C., and Atlanta, where Emerson students and
graduates are sought-after for their imagination,
curiosity, and resourcefulness. The semester
program at Emerson’s L.A. Center lets you explore
career opportunities in a city with unrivaled
significance to the communication and
entertainment industries.



Boston’s dynamic cultural life will satisfy even the
most enthusiastic arts lover. Acclaimed theater
productions stop here on their way to and from
Broadway, and countless community theater
companies call Boston home. A thriving music scene
offers concerts by our own Boston Symphony
Orchestra, world-renowned performers, and up and
coming new talents. The city’s numerous and

easily accessible museums, libraries, and cultural
festivals guarantee that Bostonians stay enter-
tained and informed year-round.

Boston is more than just a great city for art and
music; it is also home to world champion

sports teams and their legions of fans. Whether
running in the Boston Marathon, cheering

for the Red Sox from the stands of Fenway Park,
playing softball on Boston Common, watching
World Cup matches at a local pub, or sailing the
Charles River, athletes and sports devotees of
every kind find their place in Boston.

With 60 colleges and universities calling it home,
Boston is an international hub of intellect.

More than 250,000 undergraduate and graduate
students reenergize the city each year, keeping
Boston vibrant and fresh. Whether sampling the
international cuisines of Chinatown and the

North End or taking art classes at the MFA, students
from around the world absorb Boston's unique
blend of local and global culture, and many find
that the city is an education in itself.

Steeped in a rich history, Boston is the birthplace

of the American Revolution as well as the home

to many notable figures in American history, including
Paul Revere, Henry David Thoreau, and John F.
Kennedy. Celebrated landmarks and attractions, such
as the Freedom Trail, Faneuil Hall, and the Black
Heritage Trail, keep Boston rooted in American tradition
while still moving forward as a center for commerce
and innovation in the new millennium.

Nearly four million people live in its metropolitan
area, but Boston itself is remarkably inviting and
accessible. A walking city, Boston can be seen by foot
or by taking the T—the oldest public transportation
system in the United States. Charming historic
neighborhoods, lively restaurants and shops, and the
city’s 3,000 acres of parks are just blocks away from
the sophisticated urban high-rises of Boston’s
financial and business districts.



CD 600

Introduction to Clinical Methods
1 credit, non-tuition

This required course introduces clinical practice to
graduate students from undergraduate fields other
than communication disorders. Through class
discussion, required observations of clinical work,
and clinical practice, students begin to understand
the dynamic interactions between clients and
clinicians. Students will learn about a variety of
communication disorders and treatment
approaches. This course must be passed before
enrolling in CD 601. This credit does not count
toward the 54 credits required for the degree.
Performance is graded Pass or Fail. (Fall)

CD 601

Clinical Methods |
1 credit

Following the completion of prerequisite
coursework and observation hours, students are
taught assessment procedures, treatment strategies,
and clinical writing skills. The course covers policies
and procedures required for on-campus clinical
performance as part of pediatric group treatment
experiences and/or individual treatment for persons
of all ages. This course must be passed prior to
enrolling in CD 602. (Fall, Spring)

CD 602

Clinical Methods Il
1 credit

The focus of this course is assessment, intervention,
documentation, and legislation related to work with
school-aged children. This course must be passed
prior to enrolling in CD 603. (Spring)

CD 603

Clinical Methods 11l
1 credit

This course addresses assessment, intervention, and
legislation related to provision of service to adult
clients. (Fall)

CD 604

Clinical Methods IV
1 credit

The focus of this course is professional issues and
the transition into professional practice. (Spring)

CD 605

Clinical Practicum
1 credit

As students progress through the program, they will
be assigned to a variety of clinical opportunities
both on and off campus. Students enroll in CD 605
for a minimum of five semesters. (Fall, Spring)

rch and Statistical Methods
3 credits

This course is designed to clarify the philosophical
and logical foundations of scientific reasoning based
on the principles of empiricism, operationism,
causality, and probability theory. Students will learn
about the principles underlying quantitative and
qualitative research designs and the types of
statistical methods appropriate for the analysis of
different kinds of data. Projects are incorporated
that facilitate skillful reading and comprehension of
scientific literature and the ability to formulate a
well-founded research proposal. (Fall, Spring)

CD 623

Fluency Disorders
3 credits

This course explores the nature of stuttering from
theoretical and research-based perspectives.
Practices for evaluating and managing stuttering
among children and adults are emphasized.
Cluttering and neurogenic and psychogenic varieties
of stuttering are also examined. (Fall, Spring)

CD 635

Speech Sound Disorders
3 credits

This course presents normative and theoretical
perspectives on phonological development and
assessment and treatment of the disorders of
articulation and phonology. General treatment
strategies and select treatment programs are
emphasized. Research in evidence-based practice is
highlighted. Students examine relationships among
phonology, language, and literacy development.
(Fall, Spring)

CD 641

Dysphagia
3 credits

As a survey of the swallowing and swallowing
disorders that occur from infancy through adulthood
and old age, this course addresses feeding and
swallowing mechanisms and processes as well as
current assessment procedures and management
options. (Fall)

CD 645

Language and Literacy Disabilities
3 credits

This course focuses on the relationship between
spoken and written language and its role in
language-based learning disabilities in school-age
students. It addresses the characteristics of
language, reading, and spelling impairments; the
subtypes of these disorders; and the different
intervention approaches used with them. Various
models of language and reading as they relate to
development and disorders will be reviewed. (Spring)

CD 650

Motor Speech Disorders
3 credits

Students learn the etiology, assessment, diagnosis,
and principles of rehabilitation of speech production
disorders in individuals with acquired
neuropathologies. Information is presented in the
context of speech production theory and (where
appropriate) of the neurological disease of which the
speech disorder is a symptom. (Fall, Spring)

CD 651

Autism
1 credit

This seminar provides a framework for determining
appropriate speech and language assessment
techniques, therapeutic objectives, and intervention
strategies for children with autism and pervasive
developmental disorders. It includes a review of
current perspectives on differential diagnosis,
etiology, and core challenges faced by this
population of children at various developmental
stages. The unique learning style characteristics of
children with autism and pervasive developmental
disorders is reviewed along with appropriate
intervention/educational models and tenets of
“recommended practice.” (Winter or Spring
Intersession as needed)



CD 652

Craniofacial Anomalies
1 credit

This seminar covers subjects pertaining to failures in
craniofacial growth and development. Speech-
language disorders associated with cleft lip and
palate, dental malocclusions, and neuromuscular
dysfunctions of the head and face are reviewed.
Current etiological, developmental, and habilitative
problems are considered. The role of speech-
language pathologists in diagnosis and treatment
within interdisciplinary models of case management
is emphasized. (Winter or Spring Intersession as
needed)

CD 653

Counseling and Family Systems
1 credit

This seminar provides a survey of approaches to
counseling with emphasis on application of
counseling theories to persons with communication
disorders and their families and includes an
exploration of strategies for assessing and working
with the family system. (Winter or Spring
Intersession as needed)

CD 654

Early Intervention
1 credit

This seminar provides graduate students with an
opportunity to study and discuss issues that affect
service delivery in an early intervention context.
Emphasis is placed on understanding the service
delivery system, its consumers, and their special
needs. In addition, the speech-language
pathologist’s role as a clinician providing direct
assessment and treatment services as a team
member and as an advocate for children and their
families is integrated into each topic area.

(Winter or Spring Intersession as needed)

CD 655

Diversity
1 credit

This seminar enables speech-language pathology
graduate students to begin the process of becoming
culturally competent. This process includes
understanding cultural bias and prejudice from
personal and organizational perspectives. Through
review and discussion of current research and
clinical literature, students also have the opportunity
to investigate how cultural, linguistic, and economic
diversity influences both assessment and
intervention perspectives and approaches.

(Winter or Spring Intersession as needed)

CD 659

Special Topic Seminars
1 credit

A range of current topics in the field will be selected
and scheduled. (Winter or Spring Intersession as
needed)

CD 666

Continuing Student Status
1 credit

Students who have completed all clinical and
academic requirements for the degree except for
the comprehensive examination must register for 1
credit of CD 666 Continuing Student Status in order
to be graduated.

CD 677

Voice Disorders
3 credits

This course addresses the characteristics, etiology,
evaluation, and clinical management of voice
disorders and associated pathological conditions in
both children and adults. Neuroanatomy and
neurophysiology of voice and speech production are
reviewed. Multicultural issues related to course
content are discussed. (Fall)

CD 680

Neurologic Bases of Communication
3 credits

This course outlines the anatomy and functional
neurophysiology of human communication and
provides an overview of the genetic bases of
communication disorders, and neurodevelopment
and its processes and disorders. Although the
organization of the human nervous system will be
presented, emphasis is placed on the relationship of
this organization to the components of the various
communicative, cognitive, linguistic, sensory, and
motor processes that are central to human
communication and to the treatment of its
disorders. (Semester varies)

CD 681

Topics
3 credits

Focus on topics in the field such as current
theoretical perspectives, unique pathologies, or in-
depth discussions of methodological issues.
(Semester varies)

CD 682

Foundations of
3 credits

uage Acquisition

This course surveys language learning and its
neuropsychological underpinnings. Current
theoretical perspectives are introduced and analyzed
with respect to their clinical and educational
implications. Selected methods for evaluating
developing language are also reviewed, with special
emphasis on the influence of cultural and linguistic
diversity on language learning outcomes. (Fall)

CD 684

Augmentative and Alternative
Communication

3 credits

This course is an introduction to the clinical
considerations involved in the identification of
candidacy for augmentative communication
strategies, including domains of AAC assessment
across disciplines and selection of AAC strategies as
part of a total communication approach. Students
become familiar with assessment and intervention
considerations with persons who are non-speaking,
and develop an understanding of population
characteristics, evaluation considerations, and
feature matching within each domain/discipline and
within varied intervention techniques. (Spring)

CD 686

Preschool Language Disorders
3 credits

Current perspectives in defining, assessing, and
intervening with children with language
disturbances from infancy through the preschool
years are discussed. In addition, issues surrounding
older individuals with language functioning in the
preschool developmental age range are described.
Particular attention is given to assessment and
intervention techniques for children and individuals
at pre-linguistic, emerging language, and
conversational language levels. Additional
considerations include multicultural issues, working
with caregivers and peers, non-speech
communication alternatives, and the diverse roles
played by speech-language pathologists.

(Fall, Spring)

CD 689

Audiology in Speech-L
3 credits

uage Pathology

This course provides students with audiological
information relevant to the scope of practice for
speech-language pathologists. Basic testing and
screening techniques, interpretation of audiometric
results, and habilitative and rehabilitative methods
are discussed with reference to the current
literature. (Spring)

CD 690
Aphasia

Pathophysiology, epidemiology, and prevention of
aphasia, its nature, assessment, and diagnostic
procedures, and approaches to intervention are
presented. Issues surrounding recovery and
prognosis, and treatment efficacy and outcome are
also included. All areas are presented with
reference to the current literature in the field and
to its clinical application. (Fall, Spring)
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CD 692

Cognitive Communicative Disorders
3 credits

Communication disorders consequent to dementing
processes, closed head injury, and damage to the
right cerebral hemisphere are covered. Pathology,
assessment, differential diagnosis, and treatment
are addressed with reference to the current
literature. (Semester varies)

CD 698

Independent Study
1-3 credits

Independent work in communication disorders
includes, but is not limited to, readings and a
critical review of the literature in a particular area
and a small data-based study or project resulting in
a diagnostic protocol, treatment program, or
videotape. An independent study is carried out with
the permission and supervision of one faculty
member. This independent project can substitute
for 1 to 3 of the seminars. Prerequisite: permission
of instructor.

CD 699
Master’s Thesis
1-3 credits

The master’s thesis involves an investigative
treatment of a problem in speech, language, voice,
hearing, or swallowing. The student must defend
the thesis in an oral examination administered by
the thesis committee. Students who complete the
master’s thesis are exempted from taking the
comprehensive exam. Performance is recorded as
Pass or Fail.

PREREQUISITE COURSES
(if taken at Emerson)

n to Communication Disorders

4 credits

An introduction to the variety of communication
disorders seen in children and adults. The roles of
professional speech-language pathologists and
audiologists are explored through presentations by
guest speakers who describe their various work
experiences in the field. Through viewing of
videotaped diagnostic and treatment sessions,
students begin to become familiar with clinical
terminology and procedures. (Fall)

CD 233

Phonetics
4 credits

Students study various aspects of speech sounds
and their production with a focus on articulatory,
acoustic, and linguistic bases. Students learn the
discrimination skills needed to analyze and
transcribe speech sounds (vowels, diphthongs, and
consonants) using the International Phonetic
Alphabet (IPA). The relevance of course content to
clinical and other applications is discussed as
students learn to use the IPA to transcribe the
speech of individuals with communicative
impairments and different social dialects and
accents. (Fall)

CD 234

Speech and Hearing Anatomy and Physiology
4 credits

Students study the structure and function of the
biological systems that underlie speech, language,
and hearing with an emphasis on the processes and
neural control of respiration, phonation, resonance,
and articulation. Clinical disorders are used to
elucidate dysfunction of these normal processes as
substrates for human communication. (Spring)

CD 301

Language Acquisition
4 credits

Students explore the theoretical and practical
aspects of the language learning process and its
relation to other aspects of cognitive and social
development. The course includes discussion of the
development of speech and language skills
throughout the life span, from birth to adulthood.
This course includes a required service learning
component involving weekly participation in an area
preschool program throughout the semester.
(Spring)

CD 403

Speech Science
4 credits

This course examines the physiological, acoustic,
and perceptual processes involved in speech
production and perception. Students get exposure
to instrumentation for the display and acoustic
analysis of speech sounds. Prerequisites: CD 233
and CD 234. (Spring)

CD 467

Introduction to Audiology
4 credits

Students learn detailed anatomy of the ear with an
overview of the physics of sound and current
medical and audiologic management of hearing
loss. The course covers pure tone and speech
audiometry, site-of-lesion testing, and audiogram
interpretation. (Fall)



Daniel Kempler

Chair and Professor of Communication Sciences and
Disorders (2002); BA, University of California,
Berkeley; MA, PhD, University of California, Los
Angeles. CCC in Speech-Language Pathology,
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

Researcher, author, and teacher, Dr. Kempler is a
specialist in acquired neurologically based
communicative disorders in adults. His research
covers the areas of aphasia, dementia, Parkinson’s
disease, aging, and culturally non-biased
assessments. Dr. Kempler is the author or co-author
of more than 100 scholarly articles, abstracts,
chapters, books, and reviews, including
presentations of his research at dozens of
conferences nationally and internationally in the
areas. His research has appeared in journals such
as Brain and Language, Aphasiology, Journal of the
International Neuropsychological Society,
Neuropsychology, Neuropsychiatry and Behavioral
Neurology, Archives of Neurology, and Journal of
Speech and Hearing Research. He is author of the
book Neurocognitive Disorders in Aging.

Cynthia L. Bartlett

Graduate Program Director and Associate Professor
of Communication Sciences and Disorders;
Institutional Coordinator for Educator Preparation;
Title Il Coordinator (1985); AB, MA, Indiana
University; PhD, University of Pittsburgh. CCC in
Speech-Language Pathology, American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association.

Teacher, lecturer, author, researcher, and specialist

in adult neurogenic communicative disorders, Dr.
Bartlett has authored or co-authored articles in Brain
and Language, Aphasiology, and the Journal of
Speech Language Pathology and Audiology, as well
as several book chapters. More than 15 years of
hospital and medical center clinical experience
provide the impetus for her ongoing interests in
speech, language, and communicative difficulties

in adults with acquired brain damage.

Timothy Edgar

Graduate Program Director for the Health
Communication Program and Associate Professor
of Communication Sciences and Disorders (2002);
BA, Eastern lllinois University; MA, PhD, Purdue
University.

Dr. Edgar’s professional career has been devoted to
conducting quantitative and qualitative health
communication research on topics as diverse as
HIV/AIDS, physical activity for adolescents,
childhood and adult immunization, diabetes,
epilepsy, and peptic ulcers. Prior to working at
Emerson, Dr. Edgar was a Senior Study Director with
Westat, a social science research firm in Rockville,
Maryland. Dr. Edgar has also taught health
communication and research methods at the
University of Maryland, the University of Wisconsin,
and George Washington University. Dr. Edgar has
published widely in professional journals such as
the Journal of Health Communication, Health
Education Research, and Health Communication,
and he has contributed to edited volumes such as
The Handbook of Health Communication. He also
co-edited the book, AIDS: A Communication
Perspective. Dr. Edgar currently serves on the
editorial board of Health Communication and the
Journal of Health Communication.

Amit Bajaj

Associate Professor of Communication Sciences and
Disorders (2001); BA, MA, University of Delhi, India;
PhD, Wichita State University. CCC in Speech-
Language Pathology, American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association.

Teacher, researcher, and author, Dr. Bajaj’s areas of
expertise are fluency disorders and speech science.
He has published in the area of fluency disorders in
the Journal of Fluency Disorders and Proceedings of
the fifth Oxford Dysfluency Conference, and in the
area of epistemological beliefs in the Journal of
Educational Psychology. He has presented papers at
national and international venues in areas that
include fluency disorders, multicultural issues, and
use of technology.

Anthony S. Bashir

Coordinator of Academic Support Services and
Disability Services, Professor of Communication
Sciences and Disorders (1983); BS, MS, PhD,
Northwestern University. CCC in Speech-Language
Pathology and Fellow of the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association.

Dr. Bashir is a teacher, lecturer, and author in the

areas of learning disabilities and language disorders.

He has also been chairperson of the ASHA Joint
Committee on Learning Disabilities and is the
author of numerous articles.

Lynn M. Conners

Clinical Instructor in Communication Sciences and
Disorders (2000); BA, University of Connecticut;
MSSp, Emerson College. CCC in Speech-Language
Pathology, American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association.

A Certified Early Intervention Specialist (CEIS),
experienced clinician, and supervisor, Ms. Conners
supervises graduate student clinicians participating
in the Thayer Lindsley Family-Centered Program
for young children who are deaf and hard of
hearing and their families, and in the Robbins
Speech, Language, and Hearing Center.

Laura Glufling-Tham

Clinical Instructor in Communication Sciences and
Disorders (1997); BS, MS, Northeastern University.
CCC in Speech-Language Pathology, American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

An experienced clinical supervisor and teacher, Ms.
Glufling-Tham has many years of clinical experience
working with adults with cognitive-communicative
disorders including aphasia, apraxia of speech,
dysarthria, cognitive-linguistic impairments, and
dysphagia. She supervises graduate student
clinicians in the department’s Program for Acquired
Communication Disorders.

Jacqueline Weis Liebergott

President of Emerson College and Professor of
Communication Sciences and Disorders (1970); BA,
University of Maryland; MS, PhD, University of
Pittsburgh. CCC in Speech-Language Pathology,
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

Dr. Liebergott has extensive experience in the

field of language disorders in children. Her research
has included a longitudinal investigation of full-
term and at-risk infants and a follow-up study of the
relationship between early language development
and academic success in normal and at-risk children.

Seton Lindsay

Clinical Instructor in Communication Sciences and
Disorders (2007); BA, Wesleyan University; MSSp,
Emerson College. CCC in Speech-Language
Pathology, American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association.

An experienced clinician, lecturer, and clinical
supervisor, Ms. Lindsay specializes in work with
young children having a variety of developmental
communication disorders and has worked clinically
on multi-disciplinary teams evaluating and treating
children with developmental disorders.

Shelley Lipschultz

Clinical Instructor in Communication Sciences and
Disorders (1982); BS, University of Maryland; MS,

University of Wisconsin, Madison. CCC in Speech-
Language Pathology, American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association.

Clinical supervisor, teacher, and consultant in
speech-language disorders, Ms. Lipschultz

has developed videotapes and test protocols for
the informal assessment of cognitive and language
abilities of young children, developmentally
delayed adults, and nonspeaking persons.

David M. Luterman

Professor Emeritus of Communication Sciences and
Disorders (1960); Founding Director of the Thayer
Lindsley Family-Centered Program for Hearing-
Impaired Children (1960); BA, Brooklyn College; MS,
DEd, Pennsylvania State University. CCC in
Audiology and Fellow of the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association.

Dr. Luterman is a well-known teacher, researcher,
author, consultant, and lecturer. He is a specialist in
the hearing-impaired and in counseling. His books
include Counseling the Communicatively Disordered
and their Families, Deafness in Perspective,
Deafness in the Family, When Your Child is Deaf,

In the Shadows: Living and Coping with a

Loved One’s Chronic lliness, The Young Deaf Child,
and Early Childhood Deafness (with Ellen Kurtzer-
White). Dr. Luterman has presented many lectures
and symposia around the world.

David Lowell Maxwell

Professor of Communication Sciences and Disorders
(1966); BS, MS, PhD, Southern lllinois University.
CCC in Speech-Language Pathology, American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

Teacher, researcher, consultant, and lecturer,

with expertise in stuttering, orofacial malformations,
and neurogenic disorders of speech and language,
Dr. Maxwell has held appointments and
consultancies at Boston University Medical School,
Tufts New England Medical School, Eunice Kennedy
Shriver Center, Massachusetts General Hospital,
Douglas Thom Clinic, and numerous public schools
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and rehabilitation agencies throughout New
England. He is the co-author (with Dr. Eiki Satake)
of Research and Statistical Methods in
Communication Disorders, and Theory of Probability
for Clinical Diagnostic Testing. His current research
interests are the role of temporal information
processing in speech and language, working memory
operations in oral language, and the use of
probability statistics to improve the accuracy of
diagnostic testing.

Tracy McLaughlin-Volpe

Assistant Professor of Communication Sciences and
Disorders (2007); BA, MA, Paedagogische
Hochschule Heidelberg, Germany; PhD, State
University of New York at Stony Brook.

Author, teacher, and lecturer, Dr. McLaughlin-Volpe’s
scholarship focuses on intergroup relationships and
aspects of cross-group relationships. She has
published in the Psychological Bulletin, the
European Review of Social Psychology, and the
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, among
others. Dr. McLaughlin-Volpe has received grants
and support from the National Science Foundation
and she has presented at numerous psychology
conferences. Prior to joining the Emerson faculty, Dr.
McLaughlin-Volpe held positions at Boston College
and the University of Vermont.

Betsy C. Micucci

Clinical Instructor in Communication Sciences and
Disorders and Director of Clinical Programs (1990);
BA, George Washington University; MS, Emerson
College. CCC in Speech-Language Pathology,
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

Clinical supervisor, teacher, consultant, and early-
intervention specialist, Ms. Micucci coordinates the
early intervention curriculum that prepares students
for early intervention certification. Prior to coming
to Emerson College, Ms. Micucci was Associate
Director and Speech-Language Pathology
Department Head at the Eunice Kennedy Shriver
Center University Affiliated Program in Waltham,
Massachusetts.

Maria Mody

Associate Professor of Communication Sciences and
Disorders (2007); BA, Bombay University, India; MS,
Hunter College, City University of New York; PhD,
Graduate School, City University of New York. CCC
in Speech-Language Pathology, American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association.

Researcher, lecturer, teacher, and author in areas
relating to the behavioral and neural bases

of reading and language disorders in children,

Dr. Mody has used behavioral observations,
electromagnetic recordings, and metabolic methods
to study performance of typical and clinical
populations with a variety of developmental disorders.
She has lectured widely in these areas in the United
States and abroad and has published in such
journals as Journal of the Acoustic Society of
America, Phonetica, Journal of Experimental Child
Psychology, Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics, and
Journal of Learning Disabilities.

Mark Parker

Assistant Professor of Communication Sciences and
Disorders (2005); BA, San Diego State University;
MS, Portland State University; PhD, Louisiana State
University Health Sciences Center.

Audiologist, lecturer, and researcher in the
application of stem cell technology to the treatment
of hearing loss, Dr. Parker has published in the
Journal of Neuroscience Research, Audiology and
Neuro-Otology, Experimental Neurology, and

Drug Discovery Today. He also holds the position

of Associate Research Scientist in the Department
of Otology and Laryngology at Harvard Medical
School, Children’s Hospital, Laboratory of Cellular
and Molecular Hearing Research.

Marie-Kay Rimshaw

Clinical Instructor in Communication Sciences and
Disorders (1998); BS, MS, University of Wisconsin,
Stevens Point. CCC in Speech-Language Pathology,
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

Clinical supervisor, consultant, and teacher, Ms.
Rimshaw has developed residential communication
programs for adults with Alzheimer’s Disease,

and she specializes in child language disorders. Ms.
Rimshaw has provided clinical instruction and
supervision for graduate students in the Midwest,
and prior to joining the Emerson faculty, she was
the manager of the HealthSouth Braintree Rehab
Network Clinic in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts.

Sandra Cohn Thau

Director of Clinical Education and Program Director
for Educator Preparation (1985); BA, MA,
Northwestern University. CCC in Speech-Language
Pathology, American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association.

Clinical supervisor, teacher, and consultant

in speech-language disorders, Ms. Thau was the
former coordinator of student training and

the Rehabilitation Coordinator at the Kennedy
Memorial Hospital (now Franciscan Children’s
Hospital) in Boston.



GRADUATE PROGRAMS

School of the Arts

MFA in Creative Writing
Fiction, Nonfiction, Poetry

MFA in Media Art

MA in Publishing and Writing
Book, Magazine, Electronic

MA in Theatre Education
Theatre Teacher Education,
Theatre and Community,

Theatre Education PhD Preparation

School of Communication
MA in Communication Management
MS in Communication Disorders

MA in Global Marketing
Communication and Advertising

MA in Health Communication

MA in Integrated Marketing
Communication

MA in Journalism
Broadcast, Print and Multimedia

COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT

Emerson College is committed to excellence in education for
communication and the arts. Founded on the study of oratory and
the performing arts, Emerson’s distinctive undergraduate and
graduate curricula have expanded. We continue to challenge students
to think and express themselves with clarity, substance, and insight,
instilling the highest professional standards through rigorous academic
inquiry and experiential learning. Its specialized major and external
programs are based in and integrated with the liberal arts and
interdisciplinary study and are informed by a set of core values: freedom
of expression, diversity of perspective, cultural awareness, integrity,
civility, and the responsibility of ethical choice.

Our mission is to inspire students to create and communicate
with depth, honesty, courage, and passion, both as professionals in
their fields and as informed and articulate participants in society.

GRADUATE STUDIES MISSION STATEMENT

The Division of Graduate Studies offers graduate programs

that educate individuals for thoughtful, productive leadership in the
contemporary worlds of communication and performing arts,

and supports the scholarly and artistic endeavors of Emerson’s students
and faculty. The Division recognizes the interdependence of theory
and practice by combining rigorous intellectual inquiry with artistic,
clinical, and professional practice in all graduate programs. Our

goal is to prepare graduates who reflect critically on their work and
understand the power of communication technologies, appreciate
the diversity of human cultures, think globally, and practice the highest
ethical standards in their professions.

Statement of Nondiscrimination Policy
Emerson College admits qualified students

of any race, color, religion, national and

ethnic origin, sex, age, sexual orientation, gender
identity, or disability to all the rights,
privileges, programs, and activities generally
accorded or made available to students at the
College. Emerson College does not unlawfully
discriminate on the basis of race, color,
religious beliefs, national and ethnic origin, sex,
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, or
disability in the administration of its educational
policies, admissions policies, scholarship and
loan programs, athletic programs, or other
College-administered programs. Individuals
with questions or concerns about the College’s
nondiscrimination policy may contact Emerson
College’s Associate Vice President of Human
Resources and Affirmative Action at Emerson
College, 120 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116
or 617-824-8580.

Accreditation

Emerson College is accredited by the New
England Association of Schools and Colleges, Inc.,
a nongovernmental, nationally recognized
organization whose affiliated institutions include
elementary schools through college institutions
offering postgraduate instruction. Accreditation
of an institution by the New England
Association indicates that it meets or exceeds
criteria for the assessment of institutional
quality periodically applied through a peer
group review process.

Title Il Disclosure

Section 207 of the Higher Education Act
mandates that institutions preparing educators
for work in schools must disclose the pass

rates on state teacher tests for their students
during the most recently completed academic
year. In Massachusetts this is the two-part
Massachusetts Test for Educator Licensure
comprising the Communication and Literacy
Skills Test (CLST) and the Subject Matter Test
(SMT). For the 2006-07 academic year, Emerson
students in programs that will prepare them for
classroom teaching (Teacher of Theater) had a
total pass rate of 100% (CLST and SMT).
Students in Communication Disorders do not
take a state-designed subject matter test. Title
Il data do not include these individuals’ CLST
scores, as they are not preparing for classroom
work.

Emerson College reserves the right to
change without notice any statement in this
viewbook concerning, but not limited to,
policies, curricula, and courses. Sample course
schedules reflect course offerings that are
subject to change without notice.
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